
ADULT BIBLE CLASS 

Middlefield Bible Church 
 
 

This week’s lesson is the Book of Jonah.  The Minor Prophets are not an easy section of 

the Bible to study.  However, Jonah is a breath of fresh air in the midst of some difficult study.  
Jonah is not a Book of prophecy, but of narrative.  It is short.  There are only 48 verses in the whole 
Book.  But, don’t make the mistake of thinking that you know it all.  No matter how many times you 
have thought about Jonah and the whale, you will find things you have not noticed before if you 
pay attention.  Why not read the book through twice this week as part of your lesson preparation. 
 

Memory Work:  Can you snap off the first six books of the Minor Prophets in order?  By now 

you should be able to do that.  These books are the most difficult books in the Old Testament to 
find; but, if you know them by heart you will have no trouble.  We have been memorizing a verse 

from each book.  This week’s verse is Jonah 3:9.  Don’t forget your review on Hosea 10:12; Joel 

2:13; Amos 8:11 and Obadiah 15. ___________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

1. There is nothing in the Book of Jonah to tell us when the prophet lived.  However, we find some 
good help in another place.  Read II Kings 14:23-25.  In which kingdom (Judah or Israel) did 
Jonah minister? __________  With what king is he identified? ________________________________ 

 Which other two Minor Prophets have been identified with the same king? ___________________ 

 and ________________________________. 

  

2. Sit down and read through the Book of Jonah.  It will not take you very long.  As you read, look 
for two things.  First, jot down the reference every time the word, “whale” is used. ___________ 

 Second, you will find Jonah arranged like a play with a different setting for each chapter.  
Write down the setting for each of the chapters. 

 Chapter 1 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 Chapter 2 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 Chapter 3 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 Chapter 4 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

  

3. The story of Jonah revolves about the City of Nineveh.  What was Jonah’s commission from God 
about Nineveh? ________________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Nineveh was the capital of Assyria.  Assyria was the nation which was to eventually capture 
Israel.  Israel’s fall was in 722 B.C.  The king mentioned in question #1 reigned from 790 to 749 
B.C.  This means that Jonah’s ministry to Nineveh was 40 to 50 years before Nineveh destroyed 
his nation.  How does this help you to explain Jonah’s attitude toward his commission as stated 
in Jonah 4:2? ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Chapter 1 tells us that when God said, “go to Nineveh,” Jonah opted for Tarshish.  Tarshish 
was the Bible name for Spain.  Use one of your Bible maps to locate the two places and to see 
where they are in relation to one another.  What is the relationship? _________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________ 



  

5. Why do you think Jonah was able to sleep in the midst of the storm recorded in chapter 1? ____ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. It would be easy to paint Jonah as a coward who did not want to go to Nineveh.  What 
indications of his courage do you find in chapter 1? ________________________________________ 

  

 

TO THINK ABOUT 

Chapter 2 expresses Jonah’s prayer to the Lord from the belly of the fish.  What 
things stick out to you in Jonah’s attitude as he goes through this part of his 
experience?  Be prepared to discuss this in class. 

 

 

7. Jonah 3:3 indicates that “Nineveh was an exceeding great city of three days’ journey.”  People 
have usually interpreted this as a city with a circumference of three days journey.”  However, 
the next verse states that Jonah entered into the city “a day’s journey.”  Recent archaeological 
research has demonstrated that Nineveh, with its suburbs, was about 30 miles long.  Ten miles’ 
journey into a crowded city might well be, “a day’s journey.”  What was the simple message 
of Jonah’s preaching? ___________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 What was the reaction to this message? ___________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TO THINK ABOUT 

How do you explain this profound reaction to such simple preaching? 

 

 

8. Chapter 4 gives us the great message of Jonah.  Read it through carefully.  How did Jonah feel 
about his success as a preacher? _________________________________________________________ 

Why did the Lord cause the gourd vine to grow for Jonah? __________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why did God destroy the gourd vine? ____________________________________________________ 

 

9. What would you say is the final message of the Book as expressed in God’s final speech to 

Jonah in 4:10,11?   ______________________________________________________________________ 

  

Do we have any evidence that Jonah ever got his heart right in this matter?  If so, what? __________ 

  


